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Keeping in touch – a matter of Safeguarding 
 

Thank you to all the pupils who have been 
keeping in touch with their class teachers. 

Please remember to ask children to do 
this once a week. It can be a message 

about work or other things they have been 
doing at home and need not be long at all.  

 
For the unusual times in which we find 
ourselves, maintaining regular email 

contact is the key way for teachers to 
uphold their ongoing, legal safeguarding responsibility. If teachers cannot get in 

touch with parents or pupils, it raises concerns which will be recorded and 
escalated appropriately, including in some circumstances to external services. 

Please help us avoid getting to this point by emailing each week. 
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Calling all budding artists! 
Broomfield Hospital is trying to create a wall of thanks to decorate corridors so the staff, 

support services and patients can see bright and beautiful drawings by children in the local 
community. We are sure that Barnes Farm pupils would love to be involved in something so 

worthwhile, so we’re asking you to take part by creating an image that will cheer and 
encourage our wonderful NHS workers by using your best drawing and colouring skills. 

 
Drawings must be A4 so that they can be laminated and should have our school name and 
your first name only. When you have finished, you can bring it to school on any weekday 

between 8.30am and 4.30pm and hand it in or post it to us. Please hand these in by Monday 
11th of May. Mrs Cornforth’s husband is an NHS worker at Broomfield hospital and he is going 

to arrange for them to be taken and put up in the same place in the hospital. Then he will 
take some photographs that we can include in a newsletter in May/June. 
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Home learning resources 
We hope you have found the Oak National Academy 
online learning user-friendly and engaging for the 
children this week. We have received positive 
feedback so far and will continue to use this resource 
for future weeks. Please note: 
 

 Parents and pupils should not feel stressed about the 
amount or the depth of what is being learned at home. We 
know these circumstances are putting pressure on families 
and we don’t want to add to that. Any learning you can 
get done at home will be helpful! All schools will work 
extremely hard to pick up where we left off and we won’t 
be assuming that every child will have been able to cover 
the same content while we have been closed. 
 

 Parents are free to choose an alternative provider to supplement the Academy 
lessons if they wish – a very comprehensive list was emailed with the newsletter 
on 26th March. If a lesson on the Oak Academy looks too easy, too difficult or 
not interesting enough – please look at another year group lesson instead or use 
another provider such as BBC Bitesize. 
 

Keeping active resources 
One of the attachments sent on the Newsletter email this week is a document from 
the Chelmsford School Sport Partnership, which has further ideas for keeping fit 
and active at this time. It also has a short profile on our own Sam Cook, with some 
cricket-related challenges for children and families. 
Active Essex is running lots of live activities to keep everyone active. All live 
sessions are running on their YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6884snA6rAX34ohUayf7gA  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6884snA6rAX34ohUayf7gA?fbclid=IwAR0gI-UQo9t4CR89eunr73VmnEm1N70VGpWhtCg5dOPq56OeqOdSFNJQ6eQ
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VE Day celebrations 
 

Both Barnes Farm Schools had plans for a joint celebration of VE Day next week, 
including a street party on the playgrounds! We are disappointed that none of this 
will now happen but we have thought about ideas for a ‘Stay at home’ celebration 
that we would encourage you to do: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Royal British Legion has also come up with suggestions for marking this special day 
and this has been attached to the Newsletter email (webpage links for activities included).  
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                 Job opportunity  
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Home learning examples 

Thank you to all of you who are responding to my request for examples of your 
home learning or other activities you have been doing. Please send more to me or 

your teachers by emailing through eSchools. 

 

 

Grace from Year 5 and her family have been setting 

themselves challenges to do every week – this week 

was to get creative with toilet rolls! 

Samuel from Year 4 created his own version of 

PPE using recycled bags. 

 Ava from Year 6 made and edited a video of 

herself performing the poem 'Stop All The 

Clocks' by W.H. Auden. She recorded it for a 

competition run by her drama group - which she 

won – and dedicated it to remembering all 

those who have lost their lives because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. The video is shared on 

our website here. 

 

 

https://www.barnesfarmjuniors.co.uk/website/school_closure_2020_home_learning_examples/468560
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4H book club 
Mrs Hollick set 4H a challenge to use one of their class eSchools message threads as 
an online book club. When they have read a book they 
need to post a quick (spoiler free!) review to give other 
people some ideas on what to read and their 
recommendations might be helpful to other children in the 
school. Here are some of the reviews so far:  
 
Ethan 
I have just finished reading The Midnight Gang by David 
Walliams.  I really enjoyed this story.  The story is about a 
gang of children in a hospital who go out having crazy 
adventures at midnight.  There is a boy called Thomas and 
he is the main character, he goes to boarding school with 
really gross dinners! 
 
 

James 
I have just finished reading Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban by J.K. Rowling. I really enjoyed reading this 
book because there are 2 boys and 1 girl, they're called 
Harry Potter, Ron Weasley, Hermione Granger.  The start 
of the book takes place on a train, where Harry faints.  
What does he wake up to...?  Who escapes from the 
wizarding prison, Azkaban and how?!  At Hogwarts they 
meet Malfoy and his friends and get ready for 
Hogsmeade. Will Harry make it to Hogsmeade...?  Who 
wins the Quidditch league...? 
  
The best bits were 'Hippogriff' and the escape... 
  
I am excited to read book 4 and see what happens next!  
  

I am also reading the series of football books called Ultimate Football Heroes, they 
are easy reads and great if you enjoy football like me.  I have read Van Dijk and 
Paul Pogba. 
 
 
Emily 
I just finished reading ‘The O'Sullivan twins at St 
Clare’s’ by Enid Blyton - it was a great book and it had 
drama and excitement. I also finished ‘The naughtiest 
girl in the school’ (also by Enid Blyton) - it was a book 
about a spoilt girl called Elizabeth who did not want to 
go to school so she decided to be so naughty so they 
would have to send her away but the school would not 
let her until half term and only if she was unhappy. Will 
she go home or will she turn around and stay? 
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Lilli B 
The book is called ‘Dork Diaries Puppy Love’ by 
Rachel Renee Russell. 
If you LOVE puppies then this is the book for you! 
  
Operation: PAWS! 
Nikki's Mission: Hide 7 Puppies from 2 parents, an 
entire school and 1 mean girl out for revenge! 
(Mackenzie is the mean girl)! 
A boy called Brandon volunteers at an animal 
shelter, but the animal shelter is too full to take a 
litter of abandoned puppies, a girl called Nikki 
decides to look after them until the shelter has 
more room. Simple, right? 
Ummm no! 
Her parents won't allow dogs in the house, so Nikki 
has to hide the pups at home AND take them to 

school in secret... but the dogs are a lot harder work than they look - and messier 
too! Is Nikki's plan going to end in a pawfully dorky disaster?! 
  
My favourite part is when Nikki's little sister Brianna gave the puppies a peanut 
butter spa in mud and toilet water! 
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Anesu from Year 4 has created a 'Chalk Walk' fitness trail on a local cycle path. 
Children have been coming past to try it out which has been lovely to see. 

 

 

She has also been busy in 

the kitchen! What do you 

think she was making? 
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And here are images of some of the activities being done by the children who have 
had to be at school (in addition to their Oak National Academy online learning): 

 

 

 
One of the craft activities this week involved painting a rainbow on a paper plate then cutting 
it into hanging mobiles with pictures of NHS ‘Health Heroes’. If you would like to learn how to 

draw the ‘Health Heroes’, see this YouTube video: https://youtu.be/xMXJtiaNTac 

 
The children also worked hard on this large poster thanking the NHS and Key Workers. It has 

been attached to the railings on the turning circle.  

 

https://youtu.be/xMXJtiaNTac

